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very thoroughness of their organisation and their far-
reaching activity stirred the uneasy suspicions of the
Minister Fouche, who was already prejudicing Napoleon
against them. In 1807, the year in which the Society of
the Sacred Heart received legal approbation from the
Emperor, the Fathers of the Faith, in spite of the remon-
strances of Cardinal Fesch, were summarily disbanded. Their
colleges were closed or else handed over to the clergy of
their respective dioceses, and they themselves were obliged
to live for some years in retirement until the re-establish-
ment of the Society of Jesus enabled them once more to
unite in religious endeavour.
Before their dispersal, however, they had helped in the
reforming of many long-standing social and educational
activities, and had brought about the foundation of a greater
number of new ones. It was especially by the encourage-
ment which they gave to new religious congregations,
seeking by means of adequate and adaptable organisation,
by a simple manner of life, and by a union of work with
prayer to meet the special needs of the day, that the
Fathers most signally served the cause of women's educa-
tion.
It is impossible to draw up a complete list of the old
foundations now springing into life again or even of
the new congregations established during the century.
Nevertheless, if we are to see the work of the Society of
the Sacred Heart in its true perspective we must become
acquainted with as many as possible of its fellow labourers,
while at the same time we follow the development of
government organisation.
Among the ancient congregations a foremost place must
be given to the Ursulines, who were with quiet assurance
facing a new world, with many a new method and changed